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the development of college students’ attitudes toward diversity and 
race-based politics. Specifically, it evaluated how college students’ 
demographic characteristics, precollege backgrounds, perceptions of 
discrimination, and college environment differentially affected these 
attitudes. Astin’s Input -Environment -Output impact model was used as the 
study's framework. The study found that a few personal characteristics 
(parent educational level, gender, and attending a white high school) 
influenced student attitudes. However, environmental factors appeared to 
influence students attitudes to a greater extent. Students most supportive of 
diversity included black students who were involved on campus, white students 
who were members of organizations concerned with black issues, white students 
who lived on campus, and white students who did not have mostly white 
friends. In contrast, white students not involved on campus were most opposed 
to race-based policies such as affirmative action. Students, both black and 
white, who took a black studies course tended to be supportive of diversity. 
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University of California, Berkeley announced a record number of applicants ( 29 , 961 ) for fall ( 2 ) More specifically, how do college students’ demographic characteristics, pre-college 

1998, but with a 54.7% drop in admittance of underrepresented minorities from 1997 . backgrounds, perceptions of discrimination, and college environment differentially affect these 

Specifically, African American admissions dropped 64.3%, from 562 African Americans admitted attitudes? and (3) What are the different influences, if any, in the development of attitudes toward 

in 1997 to 191 being offered admissions for fall 1998. Chicano/Latino students did not fare much diversity and race-based policies among White and Black 1 students based on these constructs? 

better with a 56.3% decline. Last year, 1045 Chicano/Latino students were admitted to Berkeley 
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measure (two dependent variables). The forced entry regression analysis method was performed Oppose race-based policies contained three items (see Table 2 and Appendix A): 

on the entire dataset first and then separately for each student group, i.e. White students and Black affirmative action has reduced standards of colleges; minorities are given advantages that 

students, to determine any differences between the groups. discriminate against other students; and colleges are not responsible for racial justice. The 

Cronbach’s alpha values for All students. White students, and Black students were 0.65, 0.62, 
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